RENT "Research in Entrepreneurship", 20-22 of November, 2008, University of Beira Interior, Covilhã, Portugal
	UNIVERSITY OF BEIRA INTERIOR 


The University of Beira Interior – UBI (http://www.ubi.pt/) is one of the Portuguese youngest universities. It derived from the Polytechnic Institute of Covilhã created in 1975. Due to the remarkable level of its achievements, the institute was promoted to a higher institutional level in 1979 and seven years later it was granted the University status.

For teaching and research purposes, UBI is composed of five faculties and each one consists of various departments. The following table presents the present departments of each faculty:

	Faculty of Sciences
	Faculty of Engineering Sciences
	Faculty of Human and Social Sciences
	Faculty of Arts and Humanities
	Faculty of Health Sciences

	Mathematics
	Textile Science and Technology
	Management and Economics
	Communication and Arts
	Medical Sciences

	Physics
	Paper Science and Technology
	Sociology
	Humanities
	

	Chemistry
	Electromechanical Engineering
	Psychology and

Education Sciences
	
	

	
	Civil Engineering and Architecture
	Sport Sciences
	
	

	
	Aerospace Sciences
	
	
	

	
	Informatics Science and Engineering
	
	
	


Table 1: Faculties structure

All departments grant the Bsc degree, which requires a three or four years study programme. UBI also imports postgraduate courses, which grant the degrees of Master and Phd. Current data 2007,  show an enrolment of approximately 5 600 students from all over the country plus 617 professors and lecturers. Students coming from EU and PALOP – Países Africanos de Língua Oficial Portuguesa countries accounts for 143.

The UBI is a growing institution, changing constantly in order to improve its physical and human resources, and to be able to offer the highest quality of teaching and research. Over the years, the UBI had a remarkable evolution and nowadays it’s a modern University full of well-equipped laboratories, ateliers, libraries, computer rooms, research centres, and offering a wide range of activities through the student Union and University Social Services.

The University Academic Campus is well integrated in the city urban network and it has unique characteristics based on Covilhã industrial roots. As it was mentioned before, the city was an important textile centre, once known as the “Portuguese Manchester”. Over the last decades the city witnessed a restructuring of this industry. However, many factories were not able to meet the requirements of the global market and had to close down. Some of their former buildings, after being renovated by the University, are starting the XXI century serving the noble purpose of educating the Portuguese society. Preserving the past, the common identity and moving forward, the UBI is taking its active role in building the future.

At the moment 210 556 m2 of buildings are dedicated to academic activities and social services, but soon this area will increase due to the expected opening of a new residence hall and the new buildings that will host the Faculty of Health Sciences.

The University Campus is divided into several spaces, called Pólos, which are spread through the city establishing a real symbiosis between the city and the University as a public institution. At first sight it’s impossible to grasp the real dimension of the UBI, but with time and students’ interaction with this institution, you will discover it.
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Covilhã it’s a medium size city located in the south slope of Serra da Estrela, (the highest mountain range of mainland Portugal), less than 60 km from the border with Spain. Its history dates back to the days when it was a pre-historical settlement, a shelter for Lusitanian shepherds and a Roman city known as Cava Juliana. 

Figure 1: Location of Covilhã 
Throughout the ages and thanks to its geographical location, many civilizations settled here. It is still possible to notice some heritage of all these cultures and implied mixture of influences through the dense, steep, narrow, cobblestone streets that compose the old part of the town. Stroll around and perhaps some pleasant and unpredictable happenings may surprise you.

At the beginning of the XXI century, the population of the city amounts to 45,000 inhabitants. Covilhã towers between 450 and 800 metres above the sea level, thus the mountain landscape is ever present leaving nobody indifferent to it. Covilhã is a modern city that is still growing, mainly to the flat part of the valley called Cova da Beira, where some important infrastructures such as the hospital and the highway are located.

Covilhã has deep industrial roots and is still one of the biggest woollens producers in Europe. Along the two streams that cross the city there are still remains of the old textile factories, which bear witness to the unquestionable importance of this industry for Covilhã’s economy. Nowadays, the University and its students generate cultural and economic profits and contribute to common wealth of the city.

There are 10 Historical villages with magnificent castles within a radius of 25 to 100 km from Covilhã. They were part of the old set of Portuguese defence fortresses. They represent real jewels of medieval architecture and are worth seeing.

Covilhã is quite well located, less than 300 km from Lisbon and Porto, the two biggest cities in Portugal and just 410 km from the Spanish capital, Madrid.
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