Keynote Speakers

Howard E. Aldrich 

Howard E. Aldrich is Professor of Sociology, Adjunct Professor of Management in the Kenan-Flagler Business School and Director of the Management and Society Curriculum at the University of North Carolina, USA. His research interests include entrepreneurship, the origins of new organizational populations, gender differences in business management and more generally, organizational evolution. Mr. Aldrich research in entrepreneurship has generated significant insights into the knowledge of formation and evolution of new and small firms and he won The International Award for Entrepreneurship and Small Business in 2000.

Finn Helmer

Finn Helmer is one of Denmark’s most successful entrepreneurs. His entrepreneur activities began already at the age of 11 and he has been part of more than 40 start-ups. He started in Texas Instruments in 1980. However, his greatest success was the transformation of GIGA (electronics), where he started in 1992. In eight years the number of employees grew from 6 to 130. In 2000 he sold GIGA to Intel for the price of 1,6 bill. EUR and continued as Intel’s Managing Director until august 2004. Parallel with his positions with Texas, GIGA and Intel he started more than 25 firms and is Denmark’s largest beekeeper, just to mention one of his many activities.

Claus Meyer Nielsen

Claus Meyer is a graduate from Copenhagen Business School (1991) with a dissertation on start-ups. This interest combined with his passion for Gastronomy and Food resulted in numerous start-ups such as Meyers Take Away, The Chocolate Company, Meyers Food House, Meyer & Tingstrøm Personnel Restaurants, Meyerfood and Fruits from Lilleø; an orchard for the production of juices and balsamic vinegar based on prunes and apples. His most recent entreprenurial activities include the start-up of two restaurants: Nørrebro Bryghus og Noma as well as the Nordic Kitchen Symposium. He is a member of the Danish Academy of Gastronomy. Has been president for the Danish Department of Eurotoques – an association of cooks from Europe and the Director of the Council for Better Foodquality. 

Bengt Johannisson

Bengt Johannisson is Professor in Entrepreneurship and Business development at the School of Management and Economics at Växjö University. He is the first Swedish Professor of Entrepreneurship and is known as Mr. Entrepreneurship in Scandinavia. He is also Director of SIRE (Scandinavian Institute for Research in Entrepreneurship) and of Research Profile Entrepreneurship. He is editor of the international journal Entrepreneurship @ Regional Development. In addition to his activities as academic researcher, teacher and administrator, Bengt Johannisson is also deeply involved as an intermediary between the academic community and different stakeholders, from the general public to business practitioners. 
 
 
 

