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Abstract

The objective of this essay is to identify a promising research agenda for researchers in the fields of management accounting and operations management, particularly those that are not afraid to straddle imaginary field boundaries. The method used is an analysis of the differences, similarities, and interfaces of both fields as revealed by the current literature, ongoing research projects – and prefaced by some speculation on my part. The interface or overlap between the two fields is what we might call cost management or cost engineering. 

I think this conference can be a fruitful dialogue among those of us who share interests in common phenomena but approach them from perhaps a different perspective. We might find that management accounting and operations research perspectives are not all that different. For instance, we might find that we similarly identify emerging problems in practice and apply theories and rigorous research methods to bounded problems of practice. However, we both might concoct our research topics within the confines of the ivory tower and spread our resources very thin trying to capture as much operational territory as possible. I hope for the former approach, but fear many of us are content in our ivory towers. Can we be sure that we will make scientific progress without concerted efforts to tackle real problems, or that progress on topics that we define will have beneficial impacts on practice and society at large? Is covering more ground really better? Perhaps a narrower, deeper approach can have more beneficial impact.

